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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

The recent disaster in New Orleans has been inescapable, both in its consequences and its media coverage.  Though it cannot be compared in scale with the Asian tsunami that claimed thousands of times more lives, it does strike closer to home, which, for some reason, makes it more relevant to Americans.

As Syndicomm and the Apple II community demonstrates, though, we are not all Americans.  The Apple II is a global community, spanning the United States, Canada, Britain, Australia, Germany, Japan, and many, many more countries.  Here, in our little sphere, what matters is not who we are or where we come from, but only what our interests and intents are.

The Internet has made that community possible, just as it has made it possible for us to observe and react to situations around the world.  Whether from concern or guilt, we rush to provide relief to those struck by such sensational tragedies.

Perhaps if we made a more global and consistent effort to treat every citizen of the world as a fellow countryman - or even a fellow Apple II user - we would experience fewer disasters and more brotherhood.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
In Category 14, Topic 9: Gamers' Favorites, we look at favorite games, new and old, as well as our preferred input devices and control schemes.  Whether it's racing with a steering wheel, flying with a flight stick, or shoot-em-ups with a keyboard and mouse, we reflect on a variety of games that can be enjoyed a variety of ways.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Whether you're a gamer, a programmer, or a Windows user, the Apple II forum has something for you!  In Category 14, Topic 7: Silvern Castle, the latest upgrades to one of today's most popular role-playing games is detailed, and what a player can do to find the best magical items.  If you want to run this or any other Apple II software on a Windows machine, take a look in Category 29, Topic 41, where issues with the emulator KEGS are resolved.  And in Category 50, Topic 10: Challenges!, a call is sounded to patch GS/OS to manage the pending change in the management of Daylight Saving Time in the United States.  So get crackin'!

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
The Mercia Campaign has expanded into Asynchronous mode!  Those who are not involved in or can't attend our live gaming sessions, the messages in Category 12, Topic 3: Inter-Session Play detail our band of intrepid heroes in action!  Stop in and see what our heroes are up to when they're not chasing dragons!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Is science fiction more firmly founded in science, or fiction?  In Category 13, Topic 1: Star Trek General Discussion, we look at the reality of the human body surviving exposure to empty space, as has been depicted with varying results in many science fiction tales.  In Category 30, Topic 7: Seasonal Movies, we wonder what the world (or Hollywood) is coming to when our summer blockbuster hit is "March of the Penguins"?

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
The new Harry Potter book has come and gone; what is your take on it?  This penultimate book has left readers wanting more, with years to wait before the series' conclusion.  Who will live, and who will die?  Share your suggestions in Category 53, Topic 6: Harry Potter.

Policy & Politics
Page 1600
Keyword: POLITICS
-----------------
The Policy & Politics Forum asks you to please consider supporting in whatever way you can the relief effort currently ongoing in New Orleans.  A list of organizations, secular and otherwise, accepting donations can be found at <http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=18473>.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
